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Application/Control Number: 09/64 1 ,43 1 Page 2 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

A statement identifying the related appeals and interferences which will directly affect or 
be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the pending appeal is contained in the 
brief. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 
the brief is correct. 

( 5) Summary of In vention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 



(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. 
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( 7) Grouping of Claims 

Appellant's brief includes a statement that claims 1-6, 10-16 and 20-30 do not stand or 
fall together and provides reasons as set forth in 37 CFR 1.192(c)(7) and (c)(8). 

(8) Claims Appealed 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 
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(10) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 

Claims 1-3, 1 1-13, 20-23 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tang et al. ("Tang", US 5,793,365) in view of Fernandes (US 6,014,135). 

As per claim 1, Tang teaches a method comprising displaying a communications 
interface in association with a window (figs. 3, 5, and 8), the interface including an icon 
representing a potential object recipient (figs. 3 and 8; object recipient 21 and 14 respectively), 
enabling an object to be transferred to the recipient by dragging-and-dropping a representation of 
the object to the icon (figs. 3 and 5; col. 8, lines 36-38), an interface for preparing notes to be 
transferred from the interface to the communication interface (fig. 3; col. 8, lines 35-37 and fig. 
5; col. 9, lines 37-50) and enabling a user interface in the form of a sticky note {element 18 of fig. 
1A, element (s) 26 of fig. 5 as well as an appearance of sticky notes in figs. IB and 3, respectively 
displayed at the bottom of object 29 and 19) to be annotated (col. 8, lines 52-54) in order to pass 
a note to an intended recipient (col. 8, lines 52-56). Tang does not explicitly disclose enabling a 
user interface in the form of a sticky note to be annotated in order to pass a note to an intended 
recipient and enabling the note interface to be transferred to the recipient by dragging-and- 
dropping the note to the icon. Fernandes teaches a method comprising displaying a 
communications interface in association with a window, the interface including an icon 
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representing a potential object recipient, enabling a user interface in the form of a sticky note to 
be annotated in order to pass a note to an intended recipient and enabling the note interface to be 
transferred to the recipient by dragging-and-dropping the note to the icon (figs. 3-6; col. 11, lines 
35-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
include Fernandes method comprising displaying a communications interface in association with 
a window, the interface including an icon representing a potential object recipient, enabling a 
user interface in the form of a sticky note to be annotated in order to pass a note to an intended 
recipient and enabling the note interface to be transferred to the recipient by dragging-and- 
dropping the note to the icon to Tang's method of comprising displaying a communications 
interface in association with a window, the interface including an icon representing a potential 
object recipient, enabling a user interface in the form of a sticky note to be annotated in order to 
pass a note to an intended recipient in order to provide users with an implementation preference. 

Claims 11,21 and 29 are individually similar in scope to claim 1 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 2, Tang teaches a method of providing an icon for each of a plurality of 
users and enabling communications through the communication interface between the users 
(figs. 3, 5, and 8; icons such as "Julie" and "Susan" communicating via communication 
interfaces). 

Claims 12, 23 and 30 are individually similar in scope to claim 2 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 
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As per claim 3, Tang teaches a method of providing a home interface for the users and 
enabling communications between the users and the home interface using the communications 
interface {figs. 3, 5, and 8 and respective portions of the specification). 

Claims 13 and 25 are individually similar in scope to claim 3 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 20 and 28 are individually similar in scope to claim 10 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

As per claim 22, Tang teaches a system that includes a display and a mouse coupled to 
the processor (fig. 10). 

As per claim 24, Tang teaches a system wherein the storage stores instruction that enable 
the processor to facilitate communications between users of the same system (fig. 5 and 
respective portions of the specification). 

Claims 4, 14 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang 
et al. ("Tang", US 5,793,365) in view of Fernandes (US 6,014,135) as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of de Hond (US 5,796,395). 

As per claim 4, Tang teaches a method of providing access to interfaces, associated with 
a user, on a user-selected or user initiated basis (col. 8, lines 3-5; col. 10, lines 35-36). Tang does 
not explicitly disclose providing access to an interface on a password basis. De Hond teaches a 
method of providing access to interfaces, associated with a user, on a password basis (col. 4, 
lines 43-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to include De Hond's teaching of providing 
access to interfaces on a password basis to Tang's teaching of providing access to interfaces on a 
user initiated basis in order to provide users with a more secure environment. 
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Claim 14 is similar in scope to claim 4 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 5, 6, 15, 16, 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tang et al. ("Tang", US 5,793,365 in view of Fernandes (US 6,014,135) as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Screen Dumps of Microsoft Word 2000 ("MS Word"). 

As per claim 5, Tang teaches a method of depicting miniature version of objects/images 
a.k.a. thumbnails (figs. 3, 5, and 8). Tang does not explicitly disclose the thumbnails of the 
objects to be produced when the object is mouse clicked on. MS Word teaches producing a 
thumbnail depiction of an object when the object is mouse clicked on (figs. 2-3; object 200, when 
clicked on with cursor 210, produces a thumbnail depiction 300 of the object as in fig. 3). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include the 
method of producing a thumbnail as taught by MS Word to Tang's teaching of the use of 
thumbnails in order to maximize the display area available. 

Claims 15 and 26 are individually similar in scope to claim 5 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

As per claim 6, MS Word teaches a method of attaching a depiction of the object to a 
cursor so that the depiction moves as the cursor moves (figs. 3-4; object is attached to a cursor 
in fig. 3 and moved as displayed in fig. 4). 

Claims 16 and 27 are individually similar in scope to claim 4 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang et al. 
("Tang", US 5,793,365) in view of Fernandes (US 6,014,135) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Hogan (US 5,933,597). 
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As per claim 10, Tang teaches a method of providing a first interface where objects are 
persistently stored after being transferred from the first interface (fig.5; objects 26 are stored in 
interface 24) and supports operations to delete objects (col. 11, lines 58-59). Tang does not 
explicitly disclose a second interface where objects are automatically discarded after being 
transferred from the second interface. Hogan teaches a first interface where objects are stored 
(fig. 12; object sharing window 82) and a second interface where objects are automatically 
discarded after being transferred (col. 8, lines 35-38; such as the case wherein text strings are 
transferred in a drag and drop operation). Therefore, it would have been obvious to include 
Hogan's teaching of a first interface where objects are stored and a second interface where 
objects are automatically discarded after being transferred to Tang's method of providing a first 
interface where objects are persistently stored after being transferred from the first interface and 
the capability to delete objects in order to provide users with a time-saving method of deleting 
objects automatically. 

(11) Response to Argument 

Appellant argues that the modified Fernandes and Tang's teaching of creating messages 
does not disclose the messages to be in the form of an image of a sticky note. 

The Examiner disagrees: 

Tang teaches creating a message that has text and a user has the capability of directing it 
to other users (fig. 1 A; col. 8, lines 36-38 and lines 52-55). Moreover, the message is in a form 
representative of a note and, therefore, is a note, which a user creates and annotates (fig. 1 A, 
element 18). Tang does not explicitly disclose the note to be "sticky"; however, Fernandes 
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teaches a drag-and-drop method of transferring messages to an intended recipient (figs. 3-6; col. 
11, lines 35-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention 
to include Fernandes' drag-and-drop method of transferring messages to an intended recipient to 
Tang's method of creating messages having the image of a note, and thus making it a sticky note 
in accordance with Appellant's definition, in order to facilitate users' access to data and sharing 
of common resources as well as to facilitate routing of messages. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
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